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A Message from the A Message from the 

PastorPastor  
June.  Itôs finally here!  And all those 

cool spring days of drizzle and highs 

in the mid-50ôs have given way to 

more moderate and enjoyable  

temperatures. 

 

Itôs a great time for reading.  And here 

are some titles to consider for your 

summer listé 

 

There are several ways in which new 

voices are reminding us of the radical 

call of the Gospel in our day.  Some 

of these are from a new generation.  

Others have been on their journeys of 

faith for awhile but have found new 

ways of speaking about their faith in 

the current context.  All of them 

prompt us to think about the Christian 

faith in a vital way.  These are not 

ñGrandmaôs daily devotionals.ò 

 

Leonard Sweetôs book, Jesus Drives 

Me Crazy! encourages us to rethink 

about what our faith really means.  

Rather than conformity the followers 

of Jesus are ñdifferent.ò  Hereôs a  

passage that suggests where this book 

goes, in faithfulness to the Gospel 

messageé 

 

 ñThe way up is down. 

 The way in is out. 

 The way first is last. 

 The way of success is service. 

 The way of attainment is  

      relinquishment. 

 The way of security is  

      vulnerabilityé.ò (p. 16) 

This book prompts a reexamination of 

what it means to live a Christian life.  

Itôs full of quotes that bring you to a 

stop.  For instance, ñThere will come 

a time when you believe that  

everything is finished.  That will be 

the beginning.ò ï Novelist Louis 

LôAmour (p. 127). 

 

Anne Lamott has several titles to her 

corpus of works, but all are earthy, 

incorporating daily experiences and 

holding them up to the lens of what it 

means to be a Christian today.  A  

classic is Traveling Mercies:  Some 

Thoughts on Faith. 

 

Rob Bell is familiar to some of our 

youth and others by the short,  

provocative videos he has produced.  

That same energy and spark carries 

over to his writing.  Velvet Elvis:   

Repainting the Christian Faith, is his 

interpretation of what a relationship 

with Jesus might mean today.  He  

begins with the example of an old 

painting of Elvis on black velvet that 

can be found in some home  

basements.  He claims, ñOur lives 

arenôt any different than other  

generations before us.  Our times are.ò 

 

Finally, Brian McLaren stirs  

agreement or dissent but hardly ever a 

neutral response.  He is critical of the 

Church and sometimes a bit arrogant 

in his supposition that he has found 

the way while others remain lost.  But 

get past that and thereôs something to 

consider in what he says.  His original 

work is A New Kind of Christian.  The 

more recent sequel is The Story We 

Find Ourselves In:  Further  

Adventures of a New Kind of  

Christian.  Another of great interest to 

me is Finding Our Way Again:  The 

Return of Ancient Practices. 

 

And if any of you run across  

something of value in your summer 

readingéwhether fiction or  

non-fiction, Iôd be interested in  

hearing about it.  May you have a  

rewarding, renewing, enriching  

summer.  And may Jesus drive you 

crazyéin the very best way! 

 

See you in Church, 

 Rev. Steve 

  

Highlights Inside . . .Highlights Inside . . .  
  

From POP Sunday to 

Team Bethel ð see the 

Elderôs article 

 

Youth Group News ð see 

the Youth Fellowship 

article 

 

Extravagant Welcome ð

see the Deaconsô article 

 

Helping Others ð see the 

Human Concernsô article 

 

Ladies Annual Luncheon 

Out ð see Women of 

Bethel article 
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WORSHIP SERVICES 
 

Every Sunday Worship  

at 10 a.m. 
 

June 1  ð  POP Sunday 

 

June 8  ð  Communion 

 

June 29 ð 5th Sunday 

 

FINANCIAL SUMMARY  

 
 

If you have questions or would like further detail please contact Rod Stipe, Treasurer. 
  

Long Range PlanningLong Range Planning  
 

Here We Go! 

Do you know what the planners plan to do when all the planning is done? They 

plan not to let that happen! Well, our Long Range Planning Committee is intent 

on making things happen. Important things! Within the last month we have 

hired a professional fundraiser and selected an architect. We have begun the 

process of turning all the planning, meeting, and programming of the past two 

or three years into meaningful progress. During the summer months we will 

firm up the plans and schedule for the Capital Fund Drive and develop a master 

plan for the various phases of improvements to our buildings and property. 

Keep your eye on the bulletins and newsletters for more info as it becomes 

available. And, if you have any questions about these activities, ask any 

member of the long range planning committee for answers. 
 

TrusteesTrustees  
  

Fifth Sunday 

Dear Bethel Member, 
 

Websterôs New International Dictionary, Second Edition of 1944, (itôs a foot 

thick or moreéI inherited it from my mother the librarianéits one of my 

proudest possessions) defines bonus as ñsomething in addition to that which is 

ordinarily receivedò.  A bonus is usually a good thing. Have you received a 

bonus lately? If you think about it, I bet you have. 
 

I received a really big major bonus about 9 years ago.  When I married Jean I 

got two bonus children in the deal.  Jessica is younger than my daughter Brooke 

so I call her baby girl.  That means sheôs also my bonus baby!  Sheôs almost 

thirty but sheôs still my bonus baby.  Two extra children, Jessica and Dominic, 

that I never expectedéwhat a delightful bonus. 
 

Every month with a Fifth Sunday allows us to show that we are more than 

giving people.  It allows us to give a little something extraéa bonus.  And it 

allows Bethel to do something extra too.  We can make a little headway in 

reducing our debt. 
 

Consider a bonus for Bethel this Fifth Sunday in May.  Itôs an extra touch that 

shows you appreciate all the blessings God has bestowed on you. 
 

Sincerely, 

Red Beebe, Chairman, Board of Trustees 

 

Spring Clean-up a Smash! 

Spring Clean-up was held on Saturday, May 17, and a good time was had by 

all. We washed windows, spread mulch, repaired the Sanctuary roof, trimmed 

the bushes, weeded the flower beds, ate donuts, drank coffee, and thoroughly 

enjoyed the fine spring weather. The Board of Trustees is very proud of all who 

came out to offer help. Thanks to each and every one! 

    

Income 

Income 

YTD 

% of 

Budget 

  

Expenses 

Expense 

YTD 

% of 

Budget 

April  20,943 164,816 41 % 23,772 124,654 31 % 
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(next meeting: June 18  
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EldersElders  
  

Kids of All Ages Celebrate POP Sunday and Eat Ice-cream 

The end of the school year is upon us and this Sunday we will celebrate the end 

of the church school year.  Our guest leader is Bryan Sirchio.  Brianôs songs are 

fun and easy to sing along with.  His message is geared toward families and kids 

of all ages.  We invite everyone to join us for this special worship service.  

Afterwards we will have root beer floats and chocolate sundaes. 
  

Team Bethel Wants You 

Itôs never too early to plan!  For next yearôs Christian Ed year, we will continue 

to use the ñSeasons of the Spiritò curriculum, and the concept that each volunteer 

will cover 6-7 Sundays during the school year.  However, we are moving to a 

new concept of Team Bethel, where each adult will sign up for a specific age 

group but not necessarily commit to the specific schedule until later in the year.  

This will allow each team to decide how to ñstaffò each Sunday. For some, 

teaching every Sunday in a row for 6 weeks works fine, for others, they may 

want to split up the schedule in another manner.  The team will also cover any 

adjustments in the schedule due to changes in work commitments, travel or 

illness. 
 

Through the Team Bethel concept, we seek to generate community and support 

among the teachers AND consistency for the children.  Each team captain will 

hold a kick off session prior to Rally Day to go over the curriculum and allow 

the team members to get to know one another.   By having resources of the team, 

weôll get more people involved in Christian Ed, with less hassle around 

scheduling and coordination.  Rebecca Love has agreed to step up as our overall 

Christian Ed coordinator (weôd like one more coordinator as well, so let us know 

if you have an interest!) 

Bethelôs Learning Garden 

Just add teachers and watch them grow!  If 

you have ever thought about teaching but 

hesitated due to the unpredictability of your 

schedule or the fear about going it alone, 

this is the year to sign up!   

 

Teaching is a wonderful way to strengthen 

your faith and connect or reconnect with 

children.  I always find that I deepen my 

knowledge of the Bible passages for the 

week as well as current events, just through 

the hour of preparation to make the session 

ñliveò for the children. 
 

Rose Fealy, Chair, Elders 
 

Summer POP June 8 ï July 27 

There will be 8 Sundays of Summer POP this year.  All through June and July.  

Join us for songs and games and crafts. 
 

Summer Nursery 

Childcare will be available during worship all through the summer months.  

Little people are invited to come and play in the nursery.  

 

  



Birthdays 

1 Maritza Scheib 

2 Taylor Stipe 

3 Michael Moulds 

3 Jeremy Wilk 

4 Bill Riddle 

4 Lucas Hineline 

5 Sara Moser 

5 Matt Rafferty 

7 Joan Lampo 

9 Matt Atristain 

10 Bob Kowalkowski 

11 Keith Bieszczat 

11 Tom Murphy 

11 David Dorr 

12 Chris Wolff 

12 Collin Scott 

13 Rose Fealy 

14 Jordyn Stevenson 

16 JoJo McCarthy 

17 Antonio Salzano 

19 Dana Murphy 

19 Lisa Landreth 

21 David Hartlage 

23 David Lindberg 

23 Rachel Atristain 

26 Paula Hantak 

26 Meta Polak 

28 Dorothea Odom 

29 Judy Zimmerman 

30 D.J. Martini 

Anniversaries 

1 Bruce and Chris Smith 

3 Jeff and Jenny Pozen 

8 Warren and Melissa Salek 

10 Alex and Felicia Burkovskiy 

16 Larry and Jeanne Crippin 

17 Harry and Marie Hostetler 

22 Bob and Kathy Renier 

24 Bob and Rose Fealy 

25 Gordon Scott and Sara Moser 

27 Steve and Barb Schuette 

Bethel Youth FellowshipBethel Youth Fellowship 
 

BYF News 

We are looking for a couple people to lead our BYF group on an ongoing basis.  

While Jan and Jim have graciously agreed to continue to lead the summer trip 

and coordination of PADS volunteers, they would like to work with another 

couple of individuals to lead the Sunday afternoon or evening activities for BYF.  

If you have any interest in helping to build on our strong youth program for high 

school age kids, or know any young adults (22+) who might want to take on this 

role, please contact Steve Schuette. 

BYF Looks Forward to a Great Summer 

Itôs been so cool outside that it seems odd to think that the end of another school 

year is just around the corner, but here it is!! We would like to acknowledge the 

fact that Bethelôs young people are responsible ñbig kidsò, talented in many and 

varying ways. We especially want to congratulate our graduating seniors, Jillian 

Gray and Emma La Palermo. In the fall Jillian will be attend the University of 

Illinois in Champaign/Urbana and Emma will be off to Purdue University in 

West Lafayette, Indiana. Another long-time youth group participant, but non-

Bethel member, is Courtney Monaghan. She will attend Illinois State University. 

If you see them, please congratulate them on their accomplishments and ask 

about their plans. We hope all of ñourò BYFers have a really enjoyable summer. 
 

The work trip to Back Bay Mission is now only two months away. If you are 

planning to go, please make sure to check your email frequently. Permission 

forms, code of conduct agreements, medical information and, for adults, driver 

information forms will need to be submitted. This should be a GREAT trip and 

we are very excited to finally be able to go to Biloxi to support a UCC mission 

on the Gulf Coast. After-church and/or evening meetings will be held: First to 

distribute these forms and answer general questions and then about a week 

before the trip to take care of last minute details and answer any questions.  

Finally, thanks to Pastor Schuette and Bethelôs Christian Education intern, 

Emmy Odean, for their interest in and support of the group.  

The Ds 
 

DeaconsDeacons  
  

Extravagant Welcome   

In April Ellen DeSalvo, Jeanne Crippin, and Linda Lyman attended a seminar on 

ñThe Engaging Church,ò given by Church Growth, Inc. The day was filled with 

helpful information and good ideas on how to reach new people and assimilate 

them into the life of the church.  Here are just a few of the points regarding 

visitors from the research done by Church Growth. 
 

--Think of visitors as guests and all of us as hosts, not just greeters.  Respond to 

visitors as you would to guests in your home. 
 

--It takes people to reach people.  Although we send out letters of welcome and 

deliver gift bags to the homes of visitors, these things are no replacement for the 

person-to-person connections visitors experience when they come to church. 
 

--Visitors are looking for friendlinessðthe warmth of the church experience. 
 

--Visitors determine the friendliness of a church by the number of people who 

talk to them. The ten minutes immediately following the service is the most 

important time during which visitors determine the friendliness of a church. 



LADIES  

 SAVE THE DATE!  

 

Next year's Women of  

Bethel weekend retreat will 

be held at Carmelite  

Spiritual Center, Darien, 

IL , on Feb. 27 - 28, 

2009. The main meeting 

room, chapel, cafeteria and 

sleeping rooms are all on 

one floor making the  

facilities handicapped  

accessible.  This is advance 

notice for anyone  

interested in attending to 

put it on your 2009  

calendar.  Also, any one  

interested in helping to 

plan the program please 

contact  Arlene Sandvik  or 

Meta Polak. 

 

 

DIRECTORY  

UPDATES 
 

Lindley Ranke 

7721 Monroe St Apt 2 

Forest Park IL 60130 

 

Kevin Adair-Hineline 

3301 S Emerald Ave 

Chicago IL 60616 

Summer often brings visitors to Bethel as people move into town or those 

already here decide to look for a church.  The kind of welcome they receive on 

that first visit is a big factor in whether or not they will return for a second visit.  

Many of us are away at various times during the summer, but all of us who are at 

worship on Sunday can be ministers of hospitality, offering the opportunity for 

strangers to become friends.  

 

Deacons Create First-Time Visitor Welcome Booklet 

We have a new visitor welcome booklet which contains an overview of the 

Sunday morning worship experience and frequently asked questions (and 

answers!) about Bethel.  If youôd like to look at a copy you will find one on the 

narthex table.  Our focus for the summer will be on ways to attract visitors and 

enhance our visitor experience, and on contacting members who havenôt been 

involved in church activities over the last several months.  Coffee hour hosts and 

front and back door greeters are still needed for the summer!  Contact Linda 

Lyman if you can help.  And please remember to leave your nametags on until 

coffee hour is over.  Itôs really helpful to our visitors.  You can drop your 

nametag in the basket by the back door on your way out.  

 

Music MinistryMusic Ministry   
 

Greetings Members and Friends of Bethel- 
 

I would like to thank all of the members and friends of our Music Ministry at 

Bethel for their outstanding worship participation this year, culminating in two 

wonderful year end performances by the Adult Handbell Choir on May 11 and 

the combined voice choirs of St. Luke the Evangelist from Glen Ellyn and our 

Bethel Adult Voice Choir in our Gospel Fest worship May 18.  Special thanks 

go to Linda Lunt for her wonderful leadership and friendship, to Dr. Robert 

Holst for his inspired leadership for the Gospel Fest, and as always to Pastor 

Steve and our Bethel congregation for supporting our Music Ministry at Bethel.  

It is a joy to work with and work for you, and I look forward to continued music 

making with all of you for the Glory of the Lord. 

 

Summer is now upon us, and for the Music Ministry at Bethel this means special 

summer music.  There will be a sign up sheet on the Narthex table for those of 

you who are willing to make music during our summer worship services.  Please 

know that as always I am happy to accompany and work with you in preparation 

for your summer worship participation.  If you have any questions about this, 

please feel free to contact me at the Bethel office (630.279.4040). 

 

We will be offering our Word and Note Services this summer.   We will explore 

Torah themes, and this year Word and Note Services will be on the 2nd and 4th 

Thursday of each month (June 12 and 26, July 10 and 24, and August 14).  

Please note a time change in service ï we will begin at 7 pm. 

 

I wish all of you a joyous and blessed summer.  Please try to include live music 

in your life, as music uplifts and lightens life so beautifully.  Consider Ravinia, 

Grant Park or any of the wonderful venues we are so fortunate to have in our 

Chicago vicinity. 

 

Jeff Panko, Minister of Music 

 



HELP NEEDEDHELP NEEDED  
  

 

Trustees would like to put  

together a ñBest of Bethelò  

cookbook for holiday 2008  

distribution.  We need a lot of 

help to make this happen! 

 

There will be a short initial  

meeting immediately  following 

worship on  Sunday, June 8. 

 

If you are interested, but  

cannot attend, please contact Julie 

Naumann or Patty Rafferty. 

 

Thanks! 

 
 

GARAGE SALE!!!GARAGE SALE!!!   
 

Yes, there will be a garage sale 

again this year.  So, save your 

stuff! It will be in  August and 

Jeanne Crippin has once again 

graciously  offered to lead the 

charge. Julie Naumann has  

offered to assist.  This is a part of 

the ñcore groupò who pulled off 

the wildly  successful 2007   

garage sale.  Any other   members 

of that wildly  successful group, 

who wish to help again this year, 

please see Jeanne. More info 

soon!   Save your stuff!  Save 

your stuff! Save your stuff! 

Human ConcernsHuman Concerns  
 

Social Awareness   

Once a non-violent offender is released from prison, the key to staying 

out of trouble is finding a job! Illinois HB 4612 is a bill called the  

State Employment Application Act that would eliminate state employers 

from asking about non-violent criminal convictions before an initial job 

interview, unless it is for a law enforcement position. This could allow 

individuals an interview in which they can be evaluated on individual 

merit.  A Loyola 2005 study found that even one month of employment 

after leaving prison results in nearly a 70% reduction in repeat offenses.  

 

Community Renewal Societyôs Civic Action Network has more 

information to help you support this and other timely state reforms. If you 

have not already signed up for their occasional emails, see Cheri Yauch for 

how to stay informed. It only takes a few minutes to contact your 

legislators and they are surprisingly receptive to feedback from their 

constituents. 

    Cheri Yauch 
 

Bethel Responds to  Natural Disasters 

The UCC  has issued an emergency appeal to aid the victims of the cyclone 

devastation in Myanmar, and unfathomable earthquake damage to the 

Chinese people.  The UCC through the One Great Hour of Sharing is 

rushing support to the relief efforts in these devastated areas of our world.  

A special collection was taken and $180 was raised.  The Human Concerns 

committee also voted to use $400 from the airport driving fund to this 

special appeal. Our heartfelt prayers go to all the victims of these natural 

disasters. For more information you may visit this website: UCC.org/

disaster 

 

Helping Others 

We also agreed to send $155 to Mahrukh, a woman in need that we have 

given help to in the past. This money was from a special contribution 

donated for a family in need.  We also agreed to send $50 as a special 

"13th" Month contribution to Frederick Amores, the little boy in the 

Philippines whom we are sponsoring. 

 

Welcome 

We were very pleased to welcome Sharon Depowski to our May meeting.  

She has lots of good ideas and we know she will be an asset to our group. 

 

Human Concerns, Chris Smith 
 

Food Pantry  

In June we will be collecting pasta and noodles to be distributed by the 

local food pantries.  Please leave your donation in the basket just inside the 

North entrance. 

 

Men of BethelMen of Bethel  
  

 

Menôs breakfast will be held at the Fresh Start Café in Elmhurst on June 

3rd and 17th at 8 a.m. 

 



Women of BethelWomen of Bethel  
  

 

LADIES ANNUAL  

LUNCHEON OUT  is set for 

Monday, June 9, 2008 at 11:30 

a.m. at TWO CHEFS   

Restaurant located at 3 S. Center 

Street in Bensenville...Tel: (630) 

766-6030.  The restaurant is  

located next door to the  

Bensenville Theatre.  We will be 

given individual checks. 

 

Please consider carpooling from 

the Bethel Church parking lot.  

We will leave for Bensenville at 

11:00 a.m.  There is a sign up 

sheet located on the table in the 

narthex.  Indicate whether you 

need a ride or could be a driver.  

SIGN UP AS SOON AS  

POSSIBLE.  Any questions?  Call 

either Pat Zugehar or Arlene 

Sandvik. 

 

 

Bethel Book Club Bethel Book Club   
 

Our next selection is The  

Whistling Season by Ivan Doig, 

the story of a homesteading  

family in  Montana in 1910.  This 

is perfect summer  

reading!  Please join us at the 

home of Marie Hostetler on 

Wednesday, July 16, at 7:30 p.m. 

for this discussion.  Call Marie if 

you plan to attend.   
 

 

 

 

  

Did You Ever Wonder . . . Did You Ever Wonder . . .   
 

What do we know about Mary Magdalene? 

If you enjoy a historical mystery, you have probably enjoyed speculating 

about Mary Magdalene.  While her most famous modern appearance may 

be in the DaVinci Code, we in this century are not the only people who 

find her fascinating.  In the year 591, Pope Gregory the Great preached 

about Mary Magdalene and identified her as a reformed sinner, one 

acquainted with vices.  But Gregory based his sermon on a combination of 

several stories in the New Testament that were not necessarily about Mary 

Magdalene. 
 

A book I have been reading lately speaks of Mary Magdalene and attempts 

to trace the ways in which her story changed through the centuries as 

different people wrote it down.  The book is call Peter, Paul, and Mary 

Magdalene:  The Followers of Jesus in History and Legend, by Bart D. 

Ehrman, chair of the Department of Religious Studies at the University of 

North Carolina at Chapel Hill. 
 

Ehrman discusses some of the beliefs people have held about Mary 

Magdalene and attempts to help us understand what is reasonable to 

believe about this early follower of Jesus.  I cannot summarize the entire 

book here, but a few ideas particularly fascinate me.  For example, Ehrman 

argues that there are reasons to believe that Jesus and Mary Magdalene 

were not married in spite of modern speculation to the contrary.  Ehrman 

points out that other women in the gospels were identified by their name 

and the name of their husband.  But Mary is identified by the name of her 

hometown, Magdala.  Ehrman also challenges the argument that Jesus 

must have been married because most Jewish men of his day were married.  

Ehrman points out that the Essenes were celibate, as was the famous 

Jewish historian Josephus. 
 

But speculating on Maryôs relationship to Jesus as a possible wife may 

actually keep us from finding other ways in which her story is intriguing.  

In gospels that were not included in the Bible, Mary is sometimes seen as 

an object of Peterôs jealousy, not because she was Jesusô wife, but because 

Jesus shared religious truths with her that he did not share with the male 

disciples.  Although theses gospels may not be historical, they do open up 

questions about how some early Christians saw Mary and her importance. 
 

In any case, Maryôs position in church history is important.  We know very 

little about her, but even the Gospels in the Bible speak of her at the empty 

tomb of the Risen Christ.  According to some accounts, Jesus appeared to 

her first.  To be one of the first people to see the risen Christ may make a  

less sensational story, but most of us would agree that Maryôs position as 

an early witness, perhaps the earliest witness, is one we would like to 

share. 
 

Rev. Sally Scheib, Associate Minister 

 

Memorial CommitteeMemorial Committee  
 

In May, memorials were received in honor of Vi Kozel who passed on 

April 17th.  Prayers of sympathy go out to the family and friends of Vi 

Kozel. 
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SUBSCRIPTIONS  are FREE.  For questions 

or to add/remove names from the mailing list, 
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email: office@bethel-ucc.org; or write. 

Join Us for POP Sunday & Ice-cream Social on June 1st at 10 a.m. 
 

The newsletter and other releases are available on the Bethel website under Publications. 
 

 

Contributions for the July Bethel Letter are due in the church office by June 29th. 

CHURCH  OFFICE  

HOURS 
Monday ï Friday 

9-12 & 1-4 
 

BETHEL  UNITED  
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315 E Saint Charles Rd  

Elmhurst IL 60126 

www.bethel-ucc.org 

office@bethel-ucc.org 

630.279.4040 (phone) 

630.279.4043 (fax) 
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