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A Message from the A Message from the 

PastorPastor  
Sometimes we make the mistake of 

thinking that Church is only about 

looking backward.  After all, we 

ground ourselves in ancient texts  

written when Hebrew and Greek 

were living languages.  We organize 

our worship liturgy in traditional  

patterns that go back to the early 

church, and even to the temple and 

synagogue traditions that preceded 

them.  We gather to remember the 

God of  history.  Christianity is a 

faith rooted in history. 
 

But in order to be clear, and to make 

sure that we donôt get lost in the past, 

the United Church of Christ has  

suggested ñGod is still speakingéò  

Itôs a reminder of a Spirit that is  

present and moving among us now.  

Itôs an invitation to awareness that 

what we know of God from of old is 

still relevant, still in effect for us.  

This moment is full of the presence 

of God too! 
 

And then I was reading some  

literature that suggested even that is 

not enough.  Hereôs what I read.  

ñThe rate of change now doubles 

every  decade.  That means that 

óweôll  experience 100 calendar years 

of change in the next twenty-five 

years.ô  Our kids during their lifetime 

will experience the change of a  

millenniuméò  (from Jesus Drives 

Me Crazy by Leonard Sweet, p. 74-

5) 
 

Hereôs the evidence.  Did you notice 

how fast Nelson Mandela went from 

being a prisoner to being president of 

South Africa?  In 2001, 17,000 new 

grocery products were introduced, 

yet the average grocery story stocks 

only 30,000 items.  In five months 

Napster went from having 1 million 

users to 10 million.  11 months later 

it had 80 million users.  And then 

one day it went out of business.  In 

1995 cell phones were still rare, and 

five years before that virtually  

unheard of (as was the interruption 

of a drive or walk by the ringing of 

one). 
 

At the same time letôs go back to the 

t e x t  t o  r e m e m b e r  h o w  

future-oriented our faith is.  Peter 

encouraged the early Christians to 

look forward.  (Acts 2:14-40)  Paul 

says that he is ñéstraining forward 

to what lies ahead.ò (Philippians 

3:13)   And Jesus suggests we pray, 

ñéThy Kingdom comeéò 
 

And a contemporary theologian,  

J¿rgen Moltmann, says that Godôs 

middle name is ñFuture,ò that God 

speaks to us from the future and calls 

us to follow and move forward from 

the future.  We worship a God for 

whom ñthe future is his essential  

nature.ò  (A Theology of Hope, p. 16) 
 

Leonard Sweet puts this question 

well.  ñTo ask whether  

impermanence and change can be 

our friend is another way of asking 

whether the future can be our friend.  

Sometimes God leads us out of the 

order of Egypt and into the chaos of 

wilderness.  Will we just drift into 

the future or will we dialog about it ï 

argue over it, debate it, direct it?  

Where are the sustained, serious  

conversations in the church  

regarding the future?ò (p. 76) 
 

Well, we 

have been 

and still are  

engaged in 

s e r i o u s  

dialog about 

the future of 

B e t h e l 

Church.  I am 

excited about 

it, and about 

the prospects.  

Iôll admit 

change can 

have some 

a n x i e t y  

associated with it.  But the openness 

o f  t h e  f u t u r e  a n d  t h e  

prospect of meeting God as our 

friend in it is encouraging. 
 

 

These are some thoughts Iôm mulling 

over as I look at our theme and logo 

for the capital funds campaign, aptly 

chosen by the leadership team.   

Thanks for letting me share.  
 

See you in worship, 

 Rev. Steve 
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Every Sunday Worship  

at 10 a.m. 
 

July 6  ð  Communion 

 

July 27  ð  Outdoor 

 

JOIN US FOR WORD AND 

NOTE SERVICES to be held on 

the following Thursdays at 7:00 

p.m.  We will focus on the themes 

of the Torah ï the first five books 

of the Bible: 

 

July 10 - Exodus 

July 24 - Covenant 

August 14 - Wandering 

Financial SummaryFinancial Summary  

 
 

If you have questions or would like further detail please contact Rod Stipe, Treasurer. 

 

Time for Another Garage SaleTime for Another Garage Sale  
  

Think we can have another wildly successful garage sale?  I do, and Iôll tell 

you what I think the key ingredients are.  I recently went to some local church 

sales.  The customers were there and the prices seemed reasonable, but there 

wasnôt much buying going on.  I decided it was because the merchandise just 

wasnôt very exciting and there wasnôt all that much ñgood stuff.ò  The last 

three years we have had a QUANTITY of high QUALITY donations, and we 

are getting a reputation for having a sale that is notïto-be-missed. 

 

So, once again, we are asking for your donations of items in good condition ï 

nothing broken, damaged, non-working, dented, rusted, stained, or dirty.  We 

will not be accepting clothing.  Items that sell well are:  decorative accessories, 

small electrical appliances, linens of all kinds, jewelry, toys and games, books, 

CDs, DVDs, old records and videos, tools, and antiques.  Items that buyers are 

generally not interested in are:  computers and outdated computer equipment, 

decorator tins, baskets, plastic leftover containers, and upholstered furniture.  

We do accept furniture; small pieces are best.  Any leftovers are given to 

charity resale shops. 

 

Donations may be dropped off starting the Sunday prior to the sale on 

AUGUST 2.  If you must bring things earlier than this, check with Brian in the 

office about where to put things.  Donôt be shy about asking your friends, 

family, or neighbors for their donations too.  Everything is tax deductible and 

we will be happy to issue receipts for your donations. 

 

Another key ingredient to a good sale is organization.  We need MANY hands 

to unpack, set up, price, sell, and clean up.  Please check the sign-up sheet in 

the narthex for where and when help is needed.  If youôve never worked the 

sale before, give it a try.  We have lots of fun while working, and itôs a great 

way to get to know more people. 

 

Hereôs to another great sale! 

Jeanne Crippin 

  

A New Visitors Guide AvailableA New Visitors Guide Available  
 

The focus of the Deacons for the summer continues to be on ways to attract 

visitors and enhance our visitor experience, and on contacting members who 

havenôt been involved in church activities over the last several months.  A 

revised guide for those sponsoring new members is being worked on.  Coffee 

hour hosts and front and back door greeters are still needed for the July and 

August!  Contact Linda Lyman if you can help.  And please remember to leave 

your nametags on until coffee hour is over.  Itôs really helpful to our visitors.  

You can drop your nametag in the basket by the back door on your way out.  
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Income 
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Expenses 

Expense 

YTD 

% of 

Budget 

May 23,722 192,035 48 % 33,674 162,267 40 % 
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Bethelôs Learning Garden Still GrowingBethelôs Learning Garden Still Growing  
 

We are still in need of a few teachers for fall 2008.  With our slightly new 

model of TEAM BETHEL teachers this fall will be working in teams and can 

divide dates and substitute for each other easily.  We are still using the Seasons 

of the Spirit curriculum.  We will be calling all of the teams together in August 

for training and planning. 

 

 

Summer Fun for KidsSummer Fun for Kids  
 

We are planning activities for kids during church all through July.  You never 

know what exciting things we may do on a Sunday morning.  Also there will be 

someone in the nursery all summer long! 
 

 

Summer Begins for Bethel Youth FellowshipSummer Begins for Bethel Youth Fellowship 
 

The older we get, the faster the time seems to go! How in the world did the last 

four years pass so quickly and how is it that several of our youth will be off to 

college in the fall?! 

We congratulate Bethel members James Diedrich, Jillian Gray, Emma La 

Palermo, Meghan Mullaney, Nick Sciortino and Riley Tucker on their recent 

graduations from high school.  Also, Bethel friends, Lauren Balgeman, 

Kathleen McCall and Courtney Monaghan, who have been participants in BYF 

for the past several years. Nice job everyone. We wish you the best! 

We are looking forward to the work trip to our UCCôs Back Bay Mission in 

Biloxi, Mississippi, beginning the week of July 27th. While we wish that more 

high school students were able to go, we are pleased that others have decided to 

join the group. This will be a good chance for us to get to know ñnewò people in 

a unique setting of work combined with fun and fellowship. 

While we enjoy BYF, we are finding that it is more and more difficult to 

balance our involvement with the opportunity to spend time with our own 

children and grandchildren. We will continue to stand behind and help organize 

and underwrite activities but we sincerely hope that other adults in the 

congregation will agree to help us out with the bi-weekly gatherings of BYF.  

We are all busyé thatôs the world we live in now, but PLEASEé consider 

spending time with high school aged young people. They are fun to be with, 

will open your eyes to things that you didnôt know and help to keep you 

young!!  What more could you ask for? 

The Dséé.Jan and Jim Dondlinger 

 

 

  

  



Birthdays 

1 Maritza Scheib 

2 Taylor Stipe 

3 Michael Moulds 

3 Jeremy Wilk 

4 Bill Riddle 

4 Lucas Hineline 

5 Sara Moser 

5 Matt Rafferty 

7 Joan Lampo 

9 Matt Atristain 

10 Bob Kowalkowski 

11 Keith Bieszczat 

11 Tom Murphy 

11 David Dorr 

12 Chris Wolff 

12 Collin Scott 

13 Rose Fealy 

14 Jordyn Stevenson 

16 JoJo McCarthy 

17 Antonio Salzano 

19 Dana Murphy 

19 Lisa Landreth 

21 David Hartlage 

23 David Lindberg 

23 Rachel Atristain 

26 Paula Hantak 

26 Meta Polak 

28 Dorothea Odom 

29 Judy Zimmerman 

30 D.J. Martini 

Anniversaries 

1 Bruce and Chris Smith 

3 Jeff and Jenny Pozen 

8 Warren and Melissa Salek 

10 Alex and Felicia Burkovskiy 

16 Larry and Jeanne Crippin 

17 Harry and Marie Hostetler 

22 Bob and Kathy Renier 

24 Bob and Rose Fealy 

25 Gordon Scott and Sara Moser 

26 Steve and Barb Schuette 

For Others: Human ConcernsFor Others: Human Concerns  
 

Go well, stay well, and always be encouraged! 

 

This is what Rev. Calvin Morris, the executive director of Community Renewal 

Society uses to end his letters. What a lovely way to leave his readers. Last year 

we were one of twenty new congregations to join their regional network, one 

that has won national acclaim for their Children of the Incarcerated campaign. 

Inspiration... 

 

A little more than 20 years ago there were no overnight homeless facilities in 

DuPage County. Today DuPage PADS operates 28 overnight shelters that last 

year served 1295  people. So many here at Bethel are involved with PADS.  In 

May, Carol Simler received the 2008 Robert Christ Affordable Housing Award. 

The award recognized Simler for her work to expand DuPage PADS into the 

field of affordable housing for the chronically homeless, those who have been 

on the streets for a year or more. People who inspire.... 

 

"While I struggle through almost everything constantly but my greatest good 

fortune is my association with your church and especially Cheryl Yauch and Ed 

Rowe who share my burdens at a very close, personal level. They are both such 

an inspiration..." Mahrukh 

 

To all of you at Bethel who support and inspire others, thank you. 

 

Chris Smith, for Human Concerns 

 

Working Poor Hit Hardest  
 

While we complain about the cost to fill up our cars, some parents are worried 

about the cost to fill their children with nutritious food. While we may be 

cutting down on vacation travel, some families are cutting down on the number 

of meals per day. The prices of basic food staples such as wheat, corn, and rice 

have jumped 50% or more worldwide in the past 6 months. As  reported in 

Bread for the Worldôs spring newsletter, ñAmong the causes of rising prices are 

(1) increasing demand due to higher incomes in éChina and India, (2)  rising 

demand for ethanol, (3)  weather-related disasters, and  (4) skyrocketing oil 

prices, which have increased the cost of producing and transporting food.ò 

 

Now that school is out, the children who ate subsidized lunches may be going 

without lunch. A single working mom has to come up with money for extra 

meals while paying more to commute to work. Last summer, Northern IL Food 

Bank provided almost 76,000 lunches and expect even more children to 

participate this summer.  

 

You can help by remembering to bring items to Bethel for the Yorkfield Food 

Pantry and/or writing a check to NIFB for their Summer Food Service Program. 
 

    Cheri Yauch 
 

Food Pantry 

  

In July we will be collecting baby food  to be distributed by the local food 

pantries.  Please leave your donation in the basket just inside the North 

entrance. 



 

DIRECTORY UPDATES 

 

 

THE ELMHURST SHOE 

FUND In the school year 2007-

2008, the Fund has helped over 

30 families provide about 120 

shoes and boots for their school 

age children.  Their requests 

come to us by way of the social 

worker in each school, who 

knows and verifies the specific 

need for our services.  It is  

interesting to note the  

demographics, ages of the  

children, where they live in  

District 205, and to speculate on 

the reason for the request.  But 

we do not know. 
 

Once, last winter a mother 

phoned the church to express her 

appreciation.  My favorite was a 

letter mailed to Bethel Church 

this spring.  It began: 
 

ñTo whom it may con-

cern:  To thank you  

sincerely for your  

kindness.  Thank you, 

(Signed) Mrs. Sð and 

(son) Rð.ò  (in an eight 

year oldôs own  

handwriting).  Then the 

added words ñMy son, 

Rð was so happy that it 

was like Christmas  

morning to a child.   I 

canôt thank all of you 

enough for his new 

shoes!!  (They were really 

needed!)ò 
 

What a great way for us to end 

the year!  Many thanks to all of 

you Bethel contributors and many 

others. 

Jeanne Stuart 

 

Women of BethelWomen of Bethel  
  

 

NEXT LADIES LUNCHEON will be held Monday, July 14, at 11:30 a.m. at 

Our Kitchen Restaurant. 

 
 

BETHEL BOOK CLUB Our next selection is The Whistling Season by Ivan 

Doig, the story of a homesteading family in Montana in 1910.  This is perfect 

summer reading!  Please join us at the home of Marie Hostetler on Wednesday, 

July 16, at 7:30 p.m. for this discussion.  Call Marie if you plan to attend.   
  

Men of BethelMen of Bethel  
  

MENôS BREAKFAST will be at the Fresh Start Café in Elmhurst on July 1st 

and 15th at 8 a.m. 

 

Health HintsHealth HintsððCool It! Cool It!   
 

Greetings!  As the summer heats up Iôd like to share some tips on how to safely 

enjoy the heat!  In particular, children under 4 and adults over 65 are more at 

risk for heat-related problems ï as are folks taking certain medications and 

those who are overweight.  But these suggestions help you beat the heat. 

 

Whether You Are Indoors or Outdoors 

 

Drink plenty of liquids.  Stay away from drinks containing caffeine or 

alcohol.  They actually promote fluid loss. 

Wear lightweight, loose clothing. 

Seek a cooler spot.  Being in air-conditioning even for just a few hours is 

one of the best ways to prevent heat exhaustion.  Consider spending time at 

a library, shopping mall, or shady spot. 

 

If you exercise, take plenty of breaks. 

 

When You Are Outdoors 

 

Avoid the mid-day sun. 

Wear light colors. 

Wear a light-weight, wide-brimmed hat. 

Wear sunscreen.  Sunburn decreases your bodyôs ability to cool itself. 

Avoid hot spots.  When parked in the sun, your car can reach a temperature 

of more than 160 degrees.  Let the car cool off before you drive it.  And 

never leave anyone in a parked care in hot weather! 

 

Prayer:  Eternal God, thank you for the heat of summer, the sun, the cooling 

waters.  Grant that I may honor these gifts and safely enjoy this amazing 

season.  Amen. 
 

The above was taken from AdvocateHealthCare ñCongregational Health Quick Hitò  July, 

2008 
 

Kathy Murray, Parish Nurse 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THE 10TH ANNUAL CONCERT  

SERIES We hope you are able to join 

us for what promises to be an amazing 

season of music. 

 

Dueling Pianos 

Monday, September 29 at 7:30 p.m. 

 

The Met at Bethel 

Saturday, December 13 at 7:30 p.m. 

 

The Music of Rachmaninoff 

Sunday, March 1 at 3:00 p.m. 

 

Chamber Music at Bethel 

Saturday, May 2 at 7:30 p.m. 

 

Tickets are on sale now!  Purchase your 

annual subscription to all four concerts 

today!  Subscriptions are $70 for 

adults, $65 for seniors, and $20 for full 

time students).  Tickets can be  

purchased in the church office during 

the week. 

 

We can always use more help with the 

production of this church fundraiser.  

We need help distributing posters,  

baking, serving and clean up at the  

reception.  We are in the process of 

putting together our list of contributors 

for the season, and we would like to 

invite you to join this list by making a 

donation.  Lastly, we are always  

looking for more advertisers for our 

program book.  Contact Leslie Stipe if 

you would like to support the concert 

series in one of these ways.  

Did You Ever Wonder . . .Did You Ever Wonder . . .  
What did church government look like in the past? 

 

From time to time, we hear that someone wants to create a different 

structure for the United Church of Christ as a denomination or for a 

conference or association within the UCC.  This restructuring usually 

causes much debate and many strong feelings on all sides.  But no matter 

how the debate ends, the actual authority involved cannot reach the 

heights of power that some church predecessors have enjoyed. 
 

A recent article in British Heritage discusses the bishops of Durham.  

These bishops had a role in protecting England from invasion from the 

North.  And they often held power second only to that of the king.  They 

led their own armies, held parliaments for their area, minted money, and 

owned most of the property. 
 

But the king of England had one advantage over them.  These bishops 

were celibate, and that meant that they could not pass on all this power or 

wealth to a son.  When they died, the king would appoint the next bishop. 
 

All this changed during the reign of Henry VIII, who reorganized the 

church and initiated a break with Rome.  One wonders if the bishops got 

their revenge from the grave.  During the time when Englandôs monarch 

was replaced, the Scots invaded, and the cathedral of Durham became a 

place for prisoners of war.  The prisoners pulled out the wood carvings 

and burned them in order to keep warm. 

 

 

GleaningsGleanings  
 

Thanksé.to Linda Lyman who organizes the coffee hosts for us each 

weeké.to the many who came on the Spring clean-up day to work on 

projects at Bethel ï too many to recall, but I do remember even one who 

couldnôt make it on that day and so came the day before to participate ï 

Ardathe Lindberghé.to all the POP, Breakfast Club, and nursery care 

people who worked all year long, and now to those going the extra mile 

and continuing a POP experience for the children during the summer:  

Rose Brintlinger, Rebecca Love, Pastor Sally, Barb Schuette, and Chris 

Wangé.to Brian Barrett who does a lot of extra things at Bethel, but went 

the extra mile too in setting up for Weight Watchers early one morning 

when the construction prevented their regular meeting from being held 

downstairsé.to Gary Gray who has been working nights installing office 

equipment donated from his office for the Bethel Learning Center 

officeé.to the Dôs (Dondlingers) who are gearing us all up for the next 

youth mission trip to Back Bay Mission in Biloxi, Mississippi the end of 

Juneéto the many folk who have already said ñyesò to leadership roles in 

the Capital Funds Campaign ï please carefully consider your invitation to 

participate too should you be asked.  I am constantly amazed at the 

number of ways so many contribute to our life together!   

 

Happy July.   

Rev. Steve 

  

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

INDEPENDENCE DAY 

MARCHERS NEEDED For the 

sixth year Bethel members will 

man the shopping carts to collect 

food items for the Yorkfield Food 

Pantry.  We need imprecision drill 

team members to man the 

carts.  No experience needed ï 10 

minute pre-parade training  

session will be provided.  Join us 

for a fun morning and good 

cause. Please tell your neighbors 

about our project and ask them to 

bring food to the parade route.  

Another idea is to bring extra 

food items to the parade and let 

the children around you run out to 

the carts when they come by. 

 

The parade begins at 9:30 a.m. on 

July 4th.  A picnic lunch will be 

held immediately after the parade 

at the Fealyôs.  Please sign up at 

church or by calling Bob Fealy at 

630-530-6103. Marchers can take 

an official Bethel tee-shirt to wear 

in the parade. The shirts are  

available in the staff office.  

Music MinistryMusic Ministry   
 

Greetings Members and Friends of Bethel- 
 

In the midst of the beautiful summer weather we are having I hope all of 

you stop and take some time to enjoy and take part in some of the 

wonderful seasonal activities in our area.  As you may imagine, for me 

this includes live music.  We are fortunate to have two wonderful 

orchestras in our area, the Chicago Symphony Orchestra and the Grant 

Park Orchestra, providing a wealth of summer concerts.  Grant Park 

concerts are free to the public, and their schedule of concerts is impressive 

with a pleasing variety of repertoire and soloists.  Ravinia is one of the 

most outstanding music festivals in the world, and to have one of the 

greatest symphony orchestras in the world playing within an hour drive of 

Elmhurst is an amazing opportunity for all of us. 

 

Speaking of Ravinia, Bethel is hosting a trip to Ravinia Thursday 

August 7.  The concert that evening features the CSO and world 

acclaimed violinist Gil Shaham performing music of Brahms ï the 

Academic Festival Overture, the Violin Concerto and Symphony #1 in c 

minor.  Details for this Bethel event, such as car pooling and a pot luck 

dinner, will be announced later.  Please consider joining us for this 

evening of fun, fellowship and fantastic music. 

 

I would like to thank the musicians who have performed for our summer 

worship, especially our Bethel friend flutist Jennie Brown.  To make a 

long story short, on June 15th the Ragos were scheduled to sing for our 

summer service but Stacey was called away late that week to help with the 

Midwest flood victims.  So, at the last minute Jennie stepped in to 

perform.  Thanks to Jennie for her willingness to play in our service and 

for her outstanding musicianship, and thanks to Stacey for all she does to 

help those in need.  Stacey, you are truly an inspiration to meé 

 

We still have slots available for those wishing to share their gift of music 

in our summer worship.  If you are interested or have questions please 

contact me at Bethel (630.249.4040).  

Jeff Panko, Minister of Music 

 

 

Elmhurst UCC PicnicElmhurst UCC Picnic  
 

The Elmhurst UCC churches invite you to a shared picnic at noon, 

Sunday, August 3, at Butterfield Park in Elmhurst!  Look for more details 

soon.  Itôs an opportunity to have fun and fellowship with our UCC 

neighbors. 
 

 

Memorial CommitteeMemorial Committee  
  

In June, memorials were received in honor of Lou Sevick, who passed on 

June 16.  A memorial service for Lou was held at Bethel on June 21. 


