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AA  MM eessssaaggee  ffrr oomm  tthhee  

PPaassttoorr   

GGlleeaanniinnggss  ..  ..  ..    
 

 

Thanks to the POP teachers at the 

end of 2007:  Rebecca Love, Sally 

Scheib, and Melissa Salek while 

Karen Ritter did a special 

presentation on Animals in the Bible 

and Elaine presented Christmas  

trivia.   

 

é.to Chris Wang who is always so 

very generous with treats for the 

kids.  Thanks to PADS volunteers, 

Kelvin Klindworth, Mary Lou 

Brunner, Ellen Braun, Alicia 

Kalinich, Maritza and Sally Scheib 

and the Bethel Youth Fellowship 

along with the Dondlingers 

 

éand especially to Taylor who 

stayed up to join us in worship and 

be the liturgist that same Sunday 

(PADS Sunday in Nov. and Dec. are 

always challenging with the holidays 

so close)   

 

...to Ed & Dorothy Rowe for 

delivering the many, generous items 

donated under the PADS gift tree 

 

éto Darryl and Fern for tea lights 

behind the altar on Christmas Eve, 

and outdoor decorations, along with 

Crippins    

 

é.to Linda Lyman for organizing 

food for the Scheib family.  They 

were deeply grateful for the quality 

of abundance of it.   

 

éto Red Beebe and Bruce Smith 

who repaired a fallen section of 

fence and a broken window at the 

Huntington Lane house   

 

é.to Pat Zugehar for organizing all 

the volunteers for Sunday coffee 

times, and the many who make it 

happen each Sunday    

 

éto Jeff Braun for his attention to 

detail in the preparation of the 

church budget for the trustees and 

help with negotiating rental 

agreements.   

 

éto Andrew and Julie Naumann for 

the heavy lifting involved in 

delivering $910.50 of change to the 

bank, received for debt reduction. 

 

More next monthé 

 

Rev. Steve 

 

 
 

Rev. Schuette will lead a Lenten 

Bible study on the parables of Jesus.  

These stories explore both the 

message of Jesusô teaching as well 

his form ï through story and 

illustration.  Each session will be 

held in the Bethel Library at 6:45 

p.m. 

 

 Friday, Feb. 15 ï Mark 4, the 

parable of the sower and 

others 

 

 Thursday, Feb. 21 ï Luke 15, 

the parables of what was 

ñlostò 

 

 Thursday,  Feb. 28 ï Luke 

10, the Good Samaritan 

 

 Thursday, Mar. 7 ï Matt. 25, 

the wise & foolish virgins 

 

 Thursday, Mar. 14 ï Matt. 

25/Luke 19, the Talents and 

Pounds 

 

 
 

 

PLEASE NOTE 

 

There will be an information 

session on January 20
th
 

immediately following worship. 

 

The Annual Meeting will be 

held on February 3
rd

 

immediately following worship. 

 

The Installation of Church 

Officers will be held during 

worship on February 10
th
. 

 

All members are encourage to 

attend these events! 



 

FFrr oomm  tthhee  BBooaarr dd  ooff   TTrr uusstteeeess  
 

BETHEL HAS INITIATED AN EBAY SELLING SITE  The site's purpose 

is to raise money to be applied to the debt retirement fund.  The profit, after 

selling and listing fees are deducted, would be considered a tax-deductible 

donation to the church.  Bruce Smith will be acting as coordinator for the 

project and will do the digital imaging (jpeg), writing copy, packing, and 

shipping of the item. 

 

WWoommeenn  ooff   BBeetthheell   
  

THE NEXT LADIES LUNCHEON will be at Dorothea Odomôs home on 

February 11
th 

at 11:30 a.m.   Ladies are welcome to bring a brown bag lunch 

and join us for fellowship and lively conversation. 

 

THANK YOU to Kathy Gray and her family for hosting the annual Christmas 

Party at their home on Wed., Dec. 5, '07.  Kathy's committee was Georgia 

DeClark, Jan Dondlinger and Teri Litavsky.  Everyone enjoyed a festive time.  

Special thanks to the evening's program provided by the "Belles of Bethel" 

which included Kathy Murray, Linda Lyman, Barbara Schuette, Linda Lunt, 

Ellen Braun and Patty Rafferty.  Their music of the season was inspirational and 

enjoyed by one and all. 

 

THE TIME HAS COME   Women of Bethel we really need to have you sign 

up for the Feb. 22-23 womenôs retreat now and pay a deposit of $30.00 to 

Jeanne Stuart. (Make checks payable to Women of Bethel). If you have a 

preference for a roommate or a special diet please indicate that at the same time. 

We need at least fifteen persons to stay overnight Friday. There is an advantage 

in spending two days on a retreat as Friday is getting to know each other and 

unwinding to prepare for the spiritual aspect of the program. Please consider 

this as you determine the length of time youôll spend at the retreat. 
 

The thrust of the program will be anger: channeling it ï focusing it ï directing 

it. 
 

"Anger is an emotion. Itôs just your bodyôs way of telling you that your will has 

been blocked. What you want to happen is not happening. The problem is not 

anger; the problem is what we do with it." Rob Bell. 

 

Compassionate anger compels us to right a wrong. How should we deal with 

injustice? What are some of the issues Jesus expressed anger about?  

 

Join us for a very timely topic that promises some insightful discussions. 

 

Meta 
 
 

MM eenn  ooff   BBeetthheell 
  

MENôS BREAKFAST will be held at the Fresh Start Café in Elmhurst on 

February 5
th
 and 19

th
 at 8 a.m. 

 

OUR STAFF  
 

Senior Minister  

Rev. Stephen Schuette 
 

Associate Minister of Parish 

Services 

Rev. Sally Scheib 
 

Minister of Music  

Jeffrey Panko 
 

Handbell Choir Director  

Linda Lunt 
 

Choir Accompanist 

Lisa Krueger 
 

Parish Nurse 

Kathy Murray 
 

Learning Center Director 

Kathleen Gray 
 

Operations Manager 

Brian Barrett 
 

Christian Education Intern  

Emmy Odean 

 

 

 
WORSHIP SERVICES 

 

Every Sunday Worship  

at 10 a.m. 
 

February 3  ï Communion 

Annual Meeting 

 

February 6 ï Ash Wednesday 

Service at 7 p.m. ï Communion 

 

February 17 ï Lila Stanley 

Baptism  

 

February 20 ï Bach Toccata 

Lenten Service at 7 p.m. 

 

February 24 ï Joseph Setzer 

Baptism  



BBeetthheell   YYoouutthh  FFeell lloowwsshhiipp 

BYF Calendar for February 
 

As usual, we have plenty of opportunities to ñget stuff doneò! Even though 

February is a short month, we have plenty on the calendar, so here it is: 
 

*Saturday, February 2:  Trip to volunteer at the Northern Illinois Food Bank 

in St. Charles. Meet in the church parking lot at 8 a.m. and return there at about 

noon. Please let us know if you will be there so we can RSVP to the food bank 

and plan for transportation. 
 

*Sunday, February 3: Souper Bowl of Sharing. We ask the congregation for 

its support and need a few youth to accept the special offering immediately after 

worship.  
 

*Sunday, February 10:  Yorkfield Presbyterian youth will join us for a 

neighborhood food drive followed by a ñsocial hourò. Meet at Bethel at 2 p.m. 

End at Yorkfield Presbyterian Church, where we will leave the food at their 

pantry, at about 4 p.m. Thanks to Mrs. Stipe for organizing this.  Check email 

for coming details. 
 

*Sunday, February 17:  ñOther Religionò visit will go to the Hindu Temple in 

Lemont departing Bethel Church at 9:30 a.m., For more information please 

contact Kyle Kalinich.  
 

*Sunday, February 24:  5:30 a.m.  Breakfast preparation for P.A.D.S. at St. 

Alexis in Bensenville. Contact the Dondlingers for a ride to and from the 

church. 
 

*Saturday, March 8
th

:  We have a Variety Show with Dinner on the church 

calendar. We need many volunteers for bothé.NOW!! Mrs. Litavsky has 

volunteered to oversee the production. How do you plan to participate? This 

will be fun if we can all ñget it togetherò!   
 

***Back Bay Mission Work Trip to Biloxi, Mississippi***  

Sunday, July 27-Saturday, August 2. (This should be after summer school is 

out!) This is a United Church of Christ mission that serves gulf coast residents 

who are still feeling the effects of hurricanes. Friends and interested adults are 

invited to join us. The cost per person is $300 for the work week and about $40 

for ñtravel moneyò to and from Biloxi.  We have promised to be there to help 

them and need to send them our roster very soon. Please make your 

commitment immediately so we know how many to expect. The mission 

depends on volunteers to make things to happen. We donôt want to disappoint 

them! 
 

The Dondlingers 
 

NIFB WORK TRIP Calling all Bethel youth (age 14 and older) and interested 

adults:  Please join us for a field trip to the Northern Illinois Food Bank 

Saturday, February 2nd from 8:00 a.m. 'til 12:00 noon.  Here's your chance to 

participate in a work trip without packing a suitcase!  Participants should wear 

layers and light gloves and be able to stand for several hours working on an 

assembly line.  It's more fun than it sounds and the work is important.  We've 

committed to a turnout of at least 15 people so grab a friend and sign up on the 

narthex table. We will carpool from Bethel.  Questions?  Call Jan Dondlinger or 

Ann LaPalermo. 

CHURCH OFFICERS 
 

Council 
President, Jim LaPalermo 

Vice-President,  

Roxanne Schwoch 

Secretary, Judy Ekblad 

Treasurer, Rod Stipe 

Trustees Rep., Jeff Braun 

Elders Rep., Barbara Schuette 

Deacons Rep., Linda Lyman 

Human Concerns Rep.,  

Chris Smith 

Ex-officio, Rev. Steve Schuette 

 
(next meeting:  to be announced) 

 

Trustees 
Chair, Jeff Braun 

Patty Rafferty 

Joe DôOnofrio 

Red Beebe 

Julie Naumann 

Ardathe Lindberg 

David Hartlage 

Bruce Smith 

Ex-officio, Rev. Steve Schuette 

 
(next meeting:  to be announced) 

 

Deacons 
Chair, Ed Hill 

Alice Merrill  

Priscilla Crowther 

Linda Lyman 

Mark Murray 

George Stevenson 

Ex-officio, Rev. Sally Scheib 

 
(next meeting:  to be announced) 

 

Elders 
Chair, Rebecca Love 

Barbara Schuette 

Alicia Kalinich 

Betsy DôOnofrio 

Rose Fealy 

Ex-officio, Rev. Steve Schuette 
 

(next meeting: to be announced) 



HHuummaann  CCoonncceerr nnss  
  

We are looking forward to Ellen Rayôs visit to Bethel on February 10
th
 at our 

coffee hour.   She will be here to discuss Community Renewal Society, a 

network of congregations working to overcome the barriers of poverty and 

racism. She will be here specifically to talk about Children of the Incarcerated. 

We are pleased to have Rev. Mangnall from First Congregational church who is 

interested in CRS. We hope he will bring some people from his church. It will 

be a nice opportunity for our churches to possibly do some mission work 

together.  Please mark your calendars and join us.  
 

Our committee worked to put a budget together for 2008. We tried to put more 

money towards concerns in our local and surrounding areas, doing what we can 

to help our neighbors in need. We hope we have attained a balance in our 

mission spending.  
 

We have also dropped Amnesty International from our roster, and added KIVA. 

This addition was in response to our ñPass It Onò campaign last year. A couple 

of families contributed to KIVA and brought it to our attention. I invite you to 

go online and see for yourself how lending small amounts to people starting out 

small businesses can change lives. The loans are from $25 to a few hundred 

dollars. You can read about these entrepreneurs online and see how the loans 

work and how they are paid back.  
 

We want to thank the generous people who gave of their time for PADS that 

last week in December. Kelvin Klindworth, Mary Lou Brunner, Ellen Braun, 

Alicia Kalinich, Maritza and Sally Scheib and the Bethel Youth Fellowship 

along with the Dondlingers gave of themselves in the very busy season. Also 

thanks go to all the people who took an ornament and replaced it with a gift for 

PADS guests.   

Chris Smith 
 

A SPECIAL PADS THANK  YOU to those who cooked, cleaned, and served 

at PADS the last weekend in December.  Thanks to Kelvin Klindworth, Mary 

Lou Brunner, Ellen Braun, Alicia Kalinich, Maritza and Sally Scheib and the 

Bethel Youth Fellowship along with the Dondlingers gave of themselves in the 

very busy season. Also thanks go to all the people who took an ornament and 

replaced it with a gift for PADS guests.   
 

Would you like to help too?  Please sign up on the sheet in the narthex, or 

contact Mike Botsch or Roxanne Schwoch. 
 

Ed Rowe reported the $630 worth of merchandise was collected under the 

Giving Tree.  He delivered these items for PADS recipients. Thank you to 

everyone that gave these gifts. 

 

FOOD PANTRY In February we will be collecting baby food to be distributed 

by the local food pantries.  Please leave your donation in the basket just inside 

the North entrance. 

 

FFrr oomm  tthhee  MM eemmoorr iiaall   CCoommmmii tt tteeee 

 

In January memorials have been received in honor of Bill Scheib.  Bill passed 

on December 16
th
.  Services for Bill were held at Bethel on December 20

th
.  Our 

deepest sympathy to his family and friends. 

 

 
 

1 Christian Canino 

4 Tom Uher 

5 Jordan Gray 

6 Roberta Utley 

7 Betty Jump 

9 Jim Diedrich 

9 Max Pozen 

10 Roxanne Schwoch 

12 Julie Gilmartin 

13 John Davis 

14 Hayden Dondlinger 

16 Melissa Salek 

17 Alex Oberlin 

19 Bryan Ritter 

20 Annie Gilmartin 

21 Jackson Crowther 

22 Gene Sandstrom 

25 Tim Bieszczat 

25 Lois Hemberger 

27 Finley Dondlinger 

27 Noriko Scheib 

28 Alison Davis 

28 Al Rago 

29 Kim Whisler-Vasko 

 

 

 
 

11 Teri Litavsky and Dan Melvin 

 

23 Jim Harris and Michael 

Moulds 

 


