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A Message from the A Message from the 

PastorPastor  
 

Iôve been reading with interest 

a book that is partly about Elmhurst in 

the 1950ôs titled, The Lost City by 

Alan Ehrenhalt.  His thesis is that 

while there were pressures of  

conformity in the 1950ôs that subdued 

individualism, that at least there was 

more of a sense of community.  He 

writes, ñéAll these years later, when 

a new generation of suburbanites 

seems to have time for very little  

except working and retreating into a 

private world at home every night, 

one is tempted to say that artificially 

created community is, at least, a form 

of community.ò (p. 216) 

It might be worth discussing! 

The history is interesting.  It 

details the Brynhaven and Emery 

Manor developments in years when 

Field School (now Sandburg) was 

aptly named because of all the open 

space that existed.  Parking pressures 

around Elmhurst College and acres of 

lots in front of the high school as well 

as multi-story parking facilities  

elsewhere were not even thought of. 

In a chapter titled The Joiners, 

Mr. Ehrenhalt writes, 

ñThe common desire to share 

burdens was about the same on the 

Linanesô block as it was where the 

Frantzes lived. When a woman came 

home with a new baby on Highland 

Streetðwhich was very often indeed 

in the mid-1950sða different 

neighbor cooked dinner for her  

family every night for a week.ò 

One does, however, have to 

concede a point to Whyte and the 

other critics about the sense of  

community in Emery Manor and its 

clone developments around the  

country. There was something  

compulsive about it, something too 

intense to be natural. These people not 

only shared lawn mowers and cooked 

dinner for each other but joined and 

volunteered for clubs and social  

organizations with an energy that 

seems in retrospect to have bordered 

on the manic. Rod Frantz was a  

typical example. He ran the  

Halloween carnivals and the Fourth of 

July parades; he was a coach in Little 

League and a chief of the Indian 

guides. 

There were PTA meetings in 

Elmhurst in the evening and in the 

afternoon in those days. The evening 

sessions were for business; the  

afternoons were reserved for tea  

parties, fashion shows, and flower 

demonstrations. ñEverybody was in 

the PTA,ò recalls John Stoddard, who 

moved to Brynhaven in the early days. 

ñEverybody seemed to join in the 

thing.ò  (p. 214-15) 

Well, no question, there were 

huge social movements at work in 

those years.  But what that helps to 

illustrate is that we have huge social 

movements going on too.  Weôve been 

shaped by a skepticism of institutions, 

so why join?  Choice has multiplied, 

so why join?  Joining just ties you 

down! 

The disciples joined the group 

that followed Jesus.  After his  

crucifixion they might have disbanded 

and gone their own way.  But the 

book of Acts that follows the Gospels 

suggests they didnôt.  What they found 

is that the witness to the resurrected 

Christ was made real in community. 

Weôll not experience this by 

going back to the 1950ôs.  Who wants 

to?  But the Church continues to point 

to community while these social 

trends ebb and flow.  And itôs sense of 

community is not based on conformity 

or compulsion but neither is it so lose 

that commitment isnôt expected.  It is 

community that testifies to the Risen 

Christ.  It is open and welcoming as 

well as bold and full of expectation. 

Whether you tend to be a 

ñjoinerò or notéjoin us for worshipé

and especially for Holy Week and 

Easter celebrations this year at  

Bethelé.in Elmhurst. 
 

Rev. Steve 
 

 

LENTEN STUDIES on the Parables 

of Jesus are underway.  Join Rev. 

Schuette to explore both the message 

of Jesusô teaching as well his form ï 

through story and illustration.  Each 

session will be held in the Bethel  

Library at 6:45 p.m. 

 

Thursday,  Feb. 28 ï Luke 10, the 

Good Samaritan 

 

Thursday, Mar. 6 ï Matt. 25, the 

wise & foolish virgins 

 

Thursday, Mar. 13 ï Matt. 25/

Luke 19, the Talents and Pounds 

 

 



OUR STAFF 
 

Senior Minister 

Rev. Stephen Schuette 
 

Associate Minister of Parish 

Services 

Rev. Sally Scheib 
 

Minister of Music  

Jeffrey Panko 
 

Handbell Choir Director  

Linda Lunt 
 

Choir Accompanist 

Lisa Krueger 
 

Parish Nurse 

Kathy Murray 
 

Learning Center Director  

Kathleen Gray 
 

Operations Manager 

Brian Barrett 
 

Christian Education Intern  

Emmy Odean 
 

WORSHIP SERVICES 
 

Every Sunday Worship  

at 10 a.m. 
 

March 2  ï Communion 

One Great Hour of Sharing 
 

March 9 ð Daylight Savings 

Time Begins ð Spring Ahead! 
 

March 16 ð Palm Sunday 
 

March 20 ð Maundy Thursday 

Service ð Communion 7 p.m. 
  

March 21 ð Good Friday 

Open Meditation 1-4 p.m. 

Taizé Prayer around the Cross  

7 p.m. 
 

March 23 ð Easter Sunday 

In the Bethel tradition, you may 

bring a flower to beautify the  

Easter cross during worship. 
 

March 30 ð Fifth Sunday 

Council NotesCouncil Notes  
 

First, my personal thanks to the retiring members of the 2007 Council and 

Boards, especially to Jim LaPalermo for his leadership as council president and 

Judy Ekblad for her 2 years as council secretary. And now for 2008, thank you 

to all who stepped forward to take on leadership roles.  Iôm looking forward to 

getting to know you better and to working with you. 

 

It never ceases to amaze me that there is so much happening at Bethel and so 

many involved.  For a relatively small church we have a big footprint!  It was 

great to have a strong turnout to hear our guest speaker from Community 

Renewal Society.  It sounds like the annual womenôs retreat was a success and 

the very same weekend we had a sound contingent serving over 40 guests at 

PADS.  Planning for both the AIM trip this spring and the youth work trip this 

summer is in high gear.  We have got another Monday Evening series concert 

coming soon and Lenten events are also underway.  There are so many 

opportunities for worship, learning, fellowship and service.   

 

I know you will step forward to participate in and support all these fine 

activities. 

Roxanne Schwoch, Council President 

  
FINANCIAL SUMMARY  

 
If you have questions or would like further detail please contact Rod Stipe, Treasurer. 

 

From the Board of EldersFrom the Board of Elders  
  

PLAN TO ATTEND EASTER BREAKFAST ð Plan to join us on Easter 

Sunday, March 23 for Breakfast, 8:30ð9:15.  We have not finalized all of 

the menu plans as of yet but be assured that we will have lovely juice and rolls 

and coffee and tea and eggs. 

 

PLAN TO ATTEND THE ANNUAL EASTER EGG HUNT ðat 9:30 a.m. 

on Easter Sunday!  Inside or outside we will have lots of Easter fun! 

  

Did You Ever WonderéDid You Ever Wonderé  
Where did we get the word ñdeaconò? 

 

At Bethel, as in many churches, we speak of elders and deacons, and we have a 

sense of what each group does.  What we may not realize is that these offices 

have a long history and have changed over the centuries.  Scholars are still 

trying to figure out just how that change took place and what the word meant at 

different times. 

 

The Greek word for deacon is often translated as servant, and in Greek the word 

was used for men and women.  Recently, I came across a book that speaks of 

what these early servants actually did and how arguments about what they did 

and what authority they had continue to the present day.  The book is called 

Women Deacons in the Early Church, and its author is John Winjgaards. 

 

    

Income 

Income 

YTD 

% of 

Budget 

  

Expenses 

Expense 

YTD 

% of 

Budget 

January 75,669 75,669 19 % 39,255 39,255 9 % 



CHURCH  OFFICERS 
Council 

President, Roxanne Schwoch 

Vice-President, Jean Bruno 

Secretary, Stacey Rago 

Treasurer, Rod Stipe 

Trustees Rep., Red Beebe 

Elders Rep., Barbara Schuette 

Deacons Rep., Linda Lyman 

Human Concerns Rep., 

Chris Smith 

Ex-officio, Rev. Steve Schuette 
 

(next meeting:  March 12th  

at 7 p.m.) 
 

Trustees 
Chair, Red Beebe 

Patty Rafferty 

Julie Naumann 

Ardathe Lindberg 

Bruce Smith 

Alex Burkovskiy 

Ex-officio, Rev. Steve Schuette 
 

(next meeting:  March 11th  

at 6:30 p.m.) 
 

Deacons 
Chair, Linda Lyman 

Priscilla Crowther 

George Stevenson 

Roberta Utley 

Ellen DeSalvo 

Michael Moulds (ONA rep) 

Ex-officio, Rev. Sally Scheib 

 

(next meeting:  March 17th  

at 7 p.m.) 
 

Elders 
Chair, Rose Fealy 

Rebecca Love 

Barbara Schuette 

Betsy DôOnofrio 

Adriana McCarthy 

Betty Stoub 

Ex-officio, Rev. Steve Schuette 

 

(next meeting: March 27th  

at 7:15 p.m.) 

One example of a deacon that he writes about is St. Olympias, a deacon who 

served in the cathedral of Hagia Sophia in Constantinople.  Her duties would 

have included taking oil to anoint the sick, instructing women for baptism and 

immersing them in the baptismal water, caring for the poor, and arranging 

material help for those in need. 

 

The author also tells us that in the time of St. John Chrysostom deacons 

managed church property, cared for the poor, and handled the upkeep of church 

property and cemeteries.  The information the author refers to apparently is 

speaking of male deacons. 

 

In the early church, deacons were ordained, and the ongoing question for many 

scholars today is whether the ordination of men and women was generally 

equivalent. Without entering into the argument (although I definitely have an 

opinion) I think that we can celebrate the long tradition of the office and 

recognize that the tasks of the calling apply to all of us who call ourselves 

Christians.      

Rev. Sally Scheib, Associate Pastor 

 

From Your Parish NurseFrom Your Parish Nurse  
 

CNS HOME HEALTH & HO SPICE On Saturday, April 12, 2008 CNS Home 

Health & Hospice will be Celebrating 50 Years of Bringing Care Homeéat 

Pheasant Run Resort located in St. Charles, IL. For the past 50 years, CNS has 

provided quality medical, emotional and spiritual services to all or parts of eight 

counties including DuPage, Kane, Will, DeKalb, Kendall, Lake, McHenry, and 

western Cook counties regardless of ability to pay for services. Elements of the 

Gala will include a unique cocktail hour, scrumptious food, and live auction as 

well as the world renowned inspirational speaker Dr. ñPatchò Adams.  

 

You can help by purchasing an ad and/or attending the wonderful event.  Your 

participation will assist CNS in keeping the commitment to keep quality, 

compassionate healthcare in your community.  For tickets and more information 

please call Lisa Brown-Van Arsdale at (630) 933-7329 or visit the website at: 

www.cnshomehealth.org. 
 

ARE MOM AND DAD OK?  ñWhen do I start getting concerned?ò ñHow do I 

get involved and still show my parents the proper respect?ò ñWhere do I find the 

information I need?ò If you have asked yourself any of these questions, plan now 

to attend a free seminar at Elmhurst Christian Reformed Church (905 South Kent 

in Elmhurst) on Thursday, March 13, at 6:00pm. Renowned geriatrician and 

presenter Dr. Roger Weise will combine faith and expertise in a keynote 

address specifically for families of aging loved ones. His presentation will 

serve as a foundation for two breakout sessions that follow: ñDeveloping a Planò 

and ñDealing with Dementia.ò For your convenience, this special three-hour 

event includes supper and materials. Call Nancy with questions or to RSVP: 

630-279-5516, x210; or email secretary@elmhurstcrc.org. This event is co-

sponsored by Rest Haven Christian Services and Elmhurst Christian Reformed 

Church Healing Ministries. 
  

Kathy Murray, Parish Nurse 

  

  

http://us.f818.mail.yahoo.com/ym/Compose?To=secretary@elmhurstcrc.org


Birthdays 

1 Kacki Carney 

3 William Garlock 

3 Arlene Sandvik 

4 Grant Naumann 

5 Ardathe Lindberg 

6 Michael Murphy 

8 Alex Burkovskiy 

8 Caryl Hineline 

10 Mark Albers 

11 Bill Lyman 

12 Charlie Pozen 

13 Georgene Peterson 

15 Sue Golding 

15 Dick Pedersen 

17 Katie Drubel 

17 Ed Rowe 

17 Rieko Scheib 

17 Michelle Sciortino 

18 Jim Crowther 

18 Pat Schwartz 

18 Katie Villa 

19 Steve Schuette 

22 Priscilla Crowther 

22 Grant Hartlage 

22 Peter Hartlage 

22 Tom Lampo 

22 Alice Merrill 

24 Jonathan Keenan 

25 Kathi Morris 

27 Bill Brunner 

27 Christopher Scrivens 

29 Jillian Gray 

31 Georgia DeClark 

 

Anniversaries 

5 Al and Stacey Rago 

8 Gary and Kathy Gray 

18 Bill and Linda Lyman 

19 Ralph and Vida Cruz 

21 Will Sampson and  

Virginia Wilson 

28 Gene and Dorothy Sandstrom 

Human ConcernsHuman Concerns  
 

CRS Bethel members were inspired by Ellen Rayôs informative presentation on 

February 10. As a civic action organizer for Community Renewal Society, she 

listed disturbing facts about local and state practices dealing with criminal 

justice, but also gave practical, non-partisan, and faith-based proposed changes.  

Two current issues deal with reducing recidivism through employment and 

offering rehabilitation versus incarceration for minor drug offenders. If you were 

not able to attend but wish to be informed, Ellenôs email is 

eray@communityrenewalsociety.org  She can add you to her list to receive 

updates on current legislation. Human Concerns will support a letter-writing 

campaign and we hope Bethel members will participate in the Chicago area 

Faith Summit on May 17th.  As Ellen said, ñIf not we Christians, then 

who?ò (will push for these social reforms) 

 

FOOD PANTRY In March we will be collecting disposable diapers to be 

distributed by the local food pantries.  Please leave your donation in the basket 

just inside the North entrance. 

 

ATTENTION ALL WOMEN OF BETHEL Human Concerns is conducting a 

clothing drive the entire month of March to benefit the Poised for Success 

agency located in Lombard.  We are looking to collect gently used professional 

women's clothing and accessories.  Items should be clean, pressed and ON 

HANGERS.  Please coordinate with Ann LaPalermo.  Clothing can be brought 

to church or dropped off at my home.   Thank you!  

 

PADS Thank you to the February PADS volunteers:  Cheri Yauch; Jennifer, 

Jeremy, and Patrick Wilk; Alicia, Lauren, Tyler, and Kyle Kalinich; Mike 

Muschal;  Dana DôOnofrio; Jack and Mike Murphy; Jerry Hoelscher; Kelvin 

Klindworth; and out partners from Mary Queen of Heaven and Elmhurst 

College. We had 43 overnight guest, unfortunately the most this season, but the 

great volunteers made sure the guests were well fed and had a warm and safe 

place for the night. Please sign up or contact one of our PADS coordinators if 

you can help out in March. 

 

Roxanne Schwoch, Mike Botsch, Jeanne Stuart and Al Rago, Coordinators 

 

ONE GREAT HOUR OF SHARINGðMARCH 2 Together we can make a 

world of difference. Nine Christian Churches support One Great Hour of Sharing 

in a tradition started in 1949. We address problems facing the world by opening 

our hearts to our neighbors. 
 

In 2006, the UCC churches generously gave over $3 million, improving the lives 

of people around the world. Additionally, $1.5 million was given to UCC special 

appeals for domestic and international emergencies.  By giving you will join 

others in providing: 
 

(1) sources of clean water and food 

(2) education and health care 

(3) small business micro credit  

(4) emergency relief 

(5) advocacy and resettlement for refugees and displaced persons 

(6) domestic and international ministries for disaster preparedness and 

response 



Tenth Annual 

Victorian Tea 

Will Be  

Saturday,  

April 12  
 

Purchase your tickets beginning 

March 9 for the Women of  

Bethelôs tenth annual Victorian 

Tea on Saturday, April 12.  Weôll 

once again have a full-tea menu 

of frozen fruit cups, scones,  

sandwiches, desserts and, of 

course, tea, followed by our  

program, ñThe Life of Audrey 

Hepburn,ò Jenny Riddleôs newest 

one-woman show. Tickets for the 

Tea will be available to Bethel 

members AND the public on the 

same date; seating is limited, so 

be sure to get your tickets as soon 

as possible.  Call for ticket  

availabil ity and to make  

reservations; cost is $20 per  

person and your reservation is 

confirmed when your check is 

received. Checks only are  

requested; please make them  

payable to Women of Bethel.  

The Tea begins at 12:30 with 

guests seated at that time.  The 

program starts at 1:45 and tickets 

can be purchased for the program 

only for $10.  Child care is free of 

charge but we need your  

reservation by April 7. 

 

Your help with food preparation, 

set-up on Friday afternoon, April 

11, or clean-up following the Tea 

on Saturday would be greatly  

appreciated.  Please contact one 

of the committee members,  

Arlene Sandvik, Fern Wilson, Pat 

Zugehar, or Linda Lyman, if you 

can help. 

By giving to the One Great Hour of Sharing, we show and share God's love-

offering a hand to a neighbor in need.   

 

Please use the enclosed offering envelope.  Make  your check payable to:  Bethel 

UCC indicating OGHS in the memo field. 

 

 Adults In MissionAdults In Mission  
 

POTATO DINNERS How about getting a meal and supporting the Adults in 

Mission trip to Appalachia?  Potato dinners will be served following worship on 

March 9, and before the Lenten Bible Study and choir rehearsal on Thursday, 

March 13, beginning at 6 p.m.  Get your spud with all your favorite toppings!! 

 

THE ADULTS IN MISSIO N (AIM)  OFFERS SHAREHOLDER OPTION  
Appalachia Empowerment, Inc. 

 

Benefits of becoming a stakeholder in Appalachia Empowerment Inc. 

Monthly Newsletter Updates 

Preferred seating for all fundraising activities 

Participation ñin spiritò to aid families in Appalachia with no physical or 

mental exertion required 

Explicit opportunities to pray for success of Bethelôs mission trip Ground 

floor participation in first AIM endeavor, preferred subscription to future 

yearsô investment opportunities 

 

$20 Common Shares   $100 Preferred Shares.  All monetary profits of the 

corporation go to purchasing building materials. 

 

Men of BethelMen of Bethel  
  

MENôS BREAKFAST will be at the Fresh Start Café in Elmhurst on March 4th 

and 18th at 8 a.m. 

Women of BethelWomen of Bethel  
  

 

WOMEN OF BETHEL RETREAT  Twenty-two women took time out from 

busy schedules to attend the Women of Bethel retreat held at Loretto Conference 

Center in Wheaton on Feb. 22 and 23.  The theme for the weekend was 

"Compassionate Anger for a Just Peace", learning to become aware of our anger, 

to channel it, to focus it and direct it into something constructive.  The ladies 

viewed a DVD, produced and led by Rob Bell, which led to lively discussions on 

Biblical and historical persons who channeled their anger into constructive ways 

to combat unfair situations.   

  

I wish to thank the retreat committee for their help planning this program.  They 

are Karen Lockerbie, Deb Miller, Arlene Sandvik, Ann LaPalermo, Virginia 

Miller.  Ann led the morning exercises and Virginia led the discussion on the 

book "For one More Day" written by Mitch Albom.  Thanks, too, Jeanne Stuart 

for being the registrar and collecting the monies.  An especially big thank you to 

Pastor Sally Scheib and Pastor Rebecca Love for all their work in choosing the 

theme and leading the program.  Many thanks to all the ladies who attended and 

participated in the program and all the activities.  An enjoyable time was had by 

all.  We look forward to another retreat. 

Meta Polak 



 

 

TELEPHONE TREE We are  

reorganizing the telephone tree to 

serve you in the best way.  You 

can indicate your preference for 

contact from Bethel Church on 

the sign up sheet in the  

narthexé.either by phone, email, 

or both.  

 

Ruth Michaelson 

111 E Washington St C1103 

Bensenville IL 60106-2674 

 

 

 

 

THE NEXT LADIES LUNCHEON will be at Dorothea Odomôs home 

on March 10th at 11:30 a.m.   Ladies are welcome to bring a brown bag 

lunch and join us for lively conversation. 

 

WORLD DAY OF PRAYER will be held on March 7th at 1 p.m. at the 

First Church of Lombard (220 S Main St.).  For more info call (630) 627-

0605. 

 

Prayers of SympathyPrayers of Sympathy 
 

go out to the Stipe and Davis families on the passing of Leslieôs father, 

Jack Davis, on February 19.  A memorial service was held at Gibbons 

funeral home on February 24. 
 

Bethel Youth FellowshipBethel Youth Fellowship 

A Month of Thanks to and from BYF 
 

We would like to thank many people this monthéé 

 

 The group that went to the Northern Illinois Food Bank to pack food. 

The congregation that gave almost $400 to the Souper Bowl of Caring 

and the youth who collected it. The beneficiary is the Elmhurst Walk-In 

Ministry. 

Those who continue to prepare and serve breakfast at PADS each 

month. 

Kyle Kalinich for volunteering to organize meaningful trips for us. 

Watch for the re-scheduled date so we can ñget it togetherò and go. 

Leslie Stipe for organizing a food collection/social hour with the 

Yorkfield Presbyterian youth group. Watch for the re-scheduled date 

when itôs warmer. 

 

Coming activities: 

 

Saturday, March 22 we will meet at church to fill and hide the eggs for 

the Easter Egg Hunt. Watch email for time. 

PADS will be Easter morning, March 23. Please say youôll help! 

Work Trip to Back Bay Mission  in Biloxi, MS, is definitely ñONò for 

July 27-August 2 with exact travel dates TBD. Watch email for further 

information. We have at least 16 participants and are looking forward 

to this!! 

The Ds 

From the Memorial CommitteeFrom the Memorial Committee  
  

In January and February memorials were received in honor of Bill Scheib 

and Al Bretl. 

 

  



  

  

  

  

 

 

JOIN US FOR OUR SUNDAY AT 3 

CONCERT ON MARCH 2ND FOR 

Chamber Music at Bethel 

We will introduce Chamber Music at 

Bethel in our Sunday at 3 performance.  

Three of Chicagolandôs outstanding 

classical musicians, violinist Katherine 

Hughes, cellist Jill Kaeding and pianist 

Jeffrey Panko will be featured in their 

first public performance as a trio.  

Their program will include trios of  

Mozart and Brahms and will also  

highlight each musician in solo  

performance. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

EASTER LILIES AND MUMS will 

adorn the  altar on Easter Sunday.   

Cost is $15 each.  Plants may be taken 

home after the 10 AM Service of  

Worship.  The deadline for placing  

orders is March 9th.  Please indicate the  

number of each on the sign up sheet in  

the narthex or by contacting the church 

office.  

  

  

  

  

  

  

Music MinistryMusic Ministry   
 

LENTEN CONCERT SERIES On Wednesday, March 5th at 7 p.m., 

Bethel will offer a Lenten music experience which will revolve around 

performances by Jeff Panko of the Toccatas of J. S. Bach and lectures 

given by Dr. Robert Holst on the Spirituality and Tonality of Bach as seen 

in the Toccatas.  All are welcome to attend. 

  
 

LettersLetters  
  

THANKS  to all of you at Bethel for making my retirement from the 

Elmhurst Police Department a memorable occasion. I have many memories 

to take with me from my 35 years in police work. Your kindness last 

Sunday will certainly rank at the top of the good memory category.  I 

always knew that Bethel people were extraordinary and caring and I am 

proud to be associated with all of you. Again, many thanks for your 

thoughts and good wishes. 

Bruce Smith 

 

 

UCC Student Fellowship @ Elmhurst College 

will host a screening of the film 

ñFor The Bible Tells Me Soò  at 4pm Sunday, April 6th 

FREE Admission 
 

What does the Bible really say about same-sex relationship?  

 

Through the experiences of five very normal, Christian, American families 

ï including those of former House Majority Leader Richard Gephardt and 

Episcopal Bishop Gene Robinson ï we discover how people of faith handle 

the realization of having a gay child or family member. 

 

If you would like you are welcome to bring a group from your 

congregation, please call 630-617-3462. 


